



BULLETIN from 






































| Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service sy 38 Bank Street 
TT NA ALA AAAS IIS RE RAR RUE STIRRED ah we fh atom Rel 
® 

Vol. XX April 1, 1952 No. 7 
, 2. a2 os 


MUST BOOKS 
May 21 
Ullman, James Ramsey Lippincott 
WINDOM'S WAY $3.00 


* A quite different type of book from what Ullman has done heretofore. In- 
stead of making his central theme man's struggle against the forces of nature ( The 
White Tower- the mountains; River of the Sun- the jungle), this time he makes man's 
struggle against himself - the war of ideas - a dominant theme. While the result is 
not as unique, as successful, as the earlier metier, the story itself, and its char- 
acters have an impact of their own. Inevitably, the reader is going to sense par- | 
allels with the actual story of Dr. Seagrave (Burma Surgeon ) in this account of Dr. 

Windom, who found fulfillment in a life dedicated to serving his little people ina 
forgotten outpost of Southeast Asia. The area was important to the outside world - 
only as a source of rubber, and an ineffectual local government, a sadistic planta- 
tion supervisor, and belatedly a reactionary national government recognized only 
this factor. Belatedly, too, the people took things into their own hands. Rice 
they must have- and growing of rice was forbidden; it took time and effort away 
from rubber. So a few fiery young leaders took things over, and Dr. Windom found 
himself caught in the middle. It did not make it easier for him that his wife, 
rich, unstable, anxious to mold him to her image, had after two years' separation 
come out to join him. In the end, the doctor found his belief in the rebellious 
villagers betrayed, as the Reds, hovering on the outskirts, caught them at their 
moment of defenselessness; found, too, his faith in the word of the outsiders be- 
trayed. Only his faith in the work he had to do held him- inflexibly- to "Windom's 
Way". (Literary Guild selection. Serialized in S.E.P+- as Dr. Windom's Ordeal. ) 


TWO DARK HORSES 
April 25 


Simon, Edith Putnam 
THE GOLDEN HAND $4.00 - 


* A rewarding experience- the reading of this richly detailed period novel of ) 
life in medieval England. The times are those of Richard II, when the manorial system 
kept the peasantry in fief, virtual slaves of the local squire- when the Black Death 
decimated the population and brought the seething unrest to a head in the peasant up- 
rising of 1381, led by Wat Tyler - when his violent death and the quick reprisals of 
authority brought failure and a revocation of the King's grants - when the building 
of a great cathedral, such as the one that occupied all of a community in this tale, 
highlighted an age of faith in miracles and provoked jealousies, ambitions, crooked 
dealings among the religious orders seeking precedence. It is a teeming canvas she 
has given us, and deserves to rate a comparison with such memorable books as Hope 
Muntz' Golden Warrior. Specifically the story itself is built around the Widowson 
family, from Edwin, who committed a sin for which he performed lifelong penance, in 
selling the golden hand and substituting a miracle-working leprous hand which became 
the supreme relic around which a cathedral was to be erected -- to his sons, crafts- 

@ men all, with chief among them Alfred, who became Priest and Abbott, when his beloved, 
niece of the ruling squire, Sir Hugh, was forced by her mother to marry Luke, the 
Flemish business partner. It is the story, too, of Jane, whose black magic was used 
for good in the community until she became involved with the reluctant Gervase, heir 
to the manor. It is a strangely holding story, despite its great length and at times 
tedious meanderings. Books of this type have an uphill battle; this one deserves all 
the individual enthusiasm you can put behind it. 
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de Hartog, Jan Harper - 
THE DISTANT SHORE $3.50 


* Bracket this with The Caine Mutiny and The Cruel Seas though it does not quite 
reach the stature of either, it approaches their measure, and may well command much of 
their market. A story told in the first person, it portrays a novel and unhackneyed 
facet of the war of the Atlantic, as experienced by those who manned the rescue tugs, sent, 
unarmed, to bring back the “lame ducks" left behind their convoys. A perilous life, mea- 
sured in expectancy of perhaps three months; the days on shore were inevitably pitched in 
a tense key. Newly made Captain after ten years away from the sea, "Skipper" was lately 
a refugee from occupied Holland, and assigned to the service his people had undertaken - 
uncertain of his capacity, lonely, afraid. Then "Dop", shipmate of years back, turns out 
to be his alternate, and Dop's girl, Stella, takes him on as a charge under her wing. The 
life at sea, open to attack by the German wolf pack, working at incredible stretches of 
time without rest, knowing that they are targets incessantly; then- on shore- the violence 
of reaction, the recurrent shock of death of pals, the need for women - a grim pattern. 
The Atlantic ordeal is followed by the northern passage, invasion, and finally - for Skip- 
per - a ship going down under him, and rescue by "Goatskin", hospitalization - and another 
girl, this time a Scottish nurse. With the war's end, everything falls apart - attempt 
to reestablish contact with surviving shipmates is disillusioning, jobs are scarce. But 
Goatskin comes up with a shady bit of adventure, deep dea diving for black market tires - 
and then a venture in Greek waters which almost costs him his life. The hold of the sea, 
their first love and last, is stronger than ever. But it doesn't supply a livelihood. 
Then a long gamble in another rescue job with a war relic and a crew of men who had served 
in the same branch of service - and again failure, but the ultimate fruit of victory over 
himself. It is a gripping story, uneven in the telling, but exciting and holding reading- 
another tale of man against the sea. & 





Slim Pickings 





with only Frank Yerby's THE SARACEN BLADE (Dial) as a sure candidate for sales And 
for distinction Manes Sperber’s THE ABYSS (Doubleday) A mediocre lot, all in all,save 


for Lin Yutang'’s FAMOUS CHINESE SHORT STORIES (John Day}. 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


April 25 


Bryher Pantheon 
TEE FOURTEENTH OF OCTOBER $2.75 


Another reach into distant history,this reconstruction of Saxon life at the 
time of the Norman conquest (the eleventh century) in the style of a modern novel.The 
Saxon boy, Wulf, is taken hostage by the invading Danes and later sold into serfdom 
to the hated Normans. With a fellow Saxon, Rafe, he is able to escape to Cornwall and 
safety and on a large and prosperous farm falls in love with the owner's daughter, 
Laurel. The romance (which is the book's weakest point) has its obstacles because 
Laurel is promised to Rafe but it is played out against the stirring days of the Bat- 
tle of Hastings and the acrid victory of the Normans. There may be no magic here but 
the vigor, the recreation of the deathless year of 1066, the vivid procession of the 
people of that time bring past history close and make this a sound story for the whole 


family. ie 
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Yates, Elizabeth Coward-McCann 
BRAVE INTERVAL $3.00 


Another Grand Hotel juxtaposition of characters in this assemblage of those 
who make up a pack trip through the Smokies - and who contribute to each other's well- 
being. Conny, who is escaping the reality of her little son's sudden death; Kent, who 
is running away from doubts about his wife; Margaret, who is indulging the Maggie side 
of her life; John, who is trying to hide his illness from Nicky, who is quite ready to 
marry him - but not now:- these are the trail mates who are guided by Gil from Tall 
Timbers through the mountains. And to each the scenery, the experiences with their 
horses and their communal responsibilities, and Gil's understanding sympathy bring 
benediction and balm and resolve for the future. Again, the Gene Stratton Porter 
outdoors with its healing and the inspiration of nature combine in a gently spoken 
story. 

May 21 


Blunden, Godfrey Lippincott | 
THE TIME OF THE ASSASSINS $3.75 | 


A segment of the past war in which the village of Kharkiv, in the Soviet 
Ukraine, is taken by the liberating German Army, with its exterminative procedures 
against its enemies, and the resulting intrigues of all sides. Although the 1941 
focus shifts from one faction to another, from character to character, the central 
story has to do with the school which harbours abandoned children, whose unpolitical, 
warm mistress, Maryusa, awakens too late to realize that her self-appointed charges 
are being used for spies, and who is abandoned by the fleeing Germans to be slaughter- 
ed by the incoming, victorious Communists. The fragmented, episodic, interrogative 
method here is molded into an inclusive mosaic in which a fanatical boy, a mental | 
case, the high brass, an eminent philogist, a prostitute, a youthful hysteric, parti- ! 
sans, SS troopers, peasants and others who seek shelter in political expediency - all 
have their parts, sometimes declaiming, sometimes interpreting - and seldom acting 
from intelligent belief. In the Kafka trend, the sifting here of values, emotions, 
and mental processes has a sterile quality as a cohesive novel although in some of 
its scenes and incidents there is a clean cut impact in the grim and gruesome images 
of a manysided conflict. 

May 22 


Sperber, Manes Doubleday 75 { 
THE ABYSS $3+00/$3550-5 — | 


* The second novel in the trilogy which began with The Burned Bramble, this 
continues his searching probe of dislocation and disorientation in a wartime world 
and forms a sustained and passionate work. Re-encountered is Faber, a disillusioned 
ex-communist, lately freed from a Russian concentration camp and rescued by his old 
history professor, Baron Von Stetten. Faber, now in Austria, feels that he will soon 
sink forever into an abyss of despair from which there will be no recall, but the pull 
of life is stronger than he had realized. He searches for a woman he had once loved, 
and so takes the first dazed steps in his journey back. The betrayal of an old friend, 
now a Nazi, results in Stetten's arrest- and forces Faber's escape to Paris and from 
there he is able to marshal forces to save Stetten. He finds himself involved in the 
despair of the widow of an old friend, and his indebtedness to Stetten brings his con- 
sent to collaborate on a book. And so, bit by bit, stimulated by personal ties or by 
the promptings of an old ideological loyalty, Faber participates in living only to 
learn that Hitler's advent in France is inevitable. But when he seeks his own death, 
an injured child deflects his intention and drives him to find refuge for them both... 
Less introspective than Arthur Koestler, this still is for his audience of thoughtful 
readers and offers a searching evaluation of contemporary conduct at a time when ex- 
istence and faith sustain a harsh struggle for survival. 
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May 29 


Stirling, Monica Simon & Schuster 7 
DRESS REHEARSAL $3.00 


A gentle, guessably autobiographical account of British boarding shool life 
which runs a counterpoint of comedy against the dislocation of Jocelyn Melisande Julie 
Scott, the child of a repertory actor and actress, in a firmly traditional school. For 
Heath Towers, and its character-building propérties as expressed in frequent encycli- 
cals about poise and fair play or served up in a pudding they refer to as "shape", is 
run by a Miss Willis ("the original remedy against love" - Jocelyn's father) who looks 
down on the unfortunate, unorthodox background of Jocelyn - and her younger sister 
Henriette. Lending drama to the days is the expulsion of an older girl - under the 
stigma of “soppiness" ( she had had a rendezvous with a young man), the play attendance 
of the French circle, under Jocelyn's misleading guidance, of Dumas fils instead of Du- 
mas pere, the holidays - in Germany and Naples, and the final release to a cosmopolitan 
life abroad and Henriette's debut in the theatre.... A memoir, ingratiating rather than 
important, of impressions which in the backward glance lose nothing of their ingenuous 
originality and gaiety. 


May/2? wy 


Bhattacharya, Bhabani “a Crown 
MUSIC FOR MOHINI $3.00 


A novel from, and of, modern India, deals with young Mohini's dreams of a hus- 
oand - as her English convent upbringing and the ideas of liberal professor father are 
not acceptable to her Brahmin-traditioned grandmother. Marriage for love is discarded, 
matrimonial advertisements in the newspapers bring only shame, and it is through the & 
snakecharmer, the bangle seller and the fortune teller that a match is made. Mohini 
leaves the city, where her voice on radio and records has brought her fame, for the 
country with Jayadev, the idealist, dreamer and modern thinker who has never complete- 
ly broken his mother's ritualistic chains.In the Big House,Mohini finds more than a re- 
sidence, for her mother-in-law teaches her a way of life, a responsibility and a pat- 
tern to which Mohini would gladly succumb - if her husband were closer and if she could 
become pregnant. It takes her mother-in-law's selfish misstep to bring reality to Mo- 

) hini's new life - and what turns out to be a new world. An intimate feel for these cul- 

ture conflicts in Hindu life, a small compass but sharp pointed montage of present day 

problems,- give this a wide, human and tolerant touch, - although the intense drama of 
‘ry, The Beloved Country is missing. 


June 2 \ 


Miller, Helen Topping Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE PROUD YOUNG THING $3.00 L 


Report repeated from P. 92 of the February lst bulletin, when scheduled for 
March publication, as follows: "Sugar-coated historical fiction - a period on which 
little has been done - and a careful avoidance of the major sin of purple passages 
makes this easy for those who like to get our country's story painlessly. The time is 
the 17th century - the place South Carolina - and the central character, Dirk Edmonds, 
who has escaped from a pirate vessel where he was being held captive by Paul Ledou for 
the ransom they hoped his miserly elder brother would pay, back in England. Dirk plan- 
ned to hide until the vessel left harbor; then to use money (rightfully taken from his 
just inheritance, he feels) to present himself to Charlestown society as the gentleman ro 
he is. But his first encounter on the new continent is with a dead Spaniard hanging 
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from a tree; his second with imperious Harriott Clayton demanding assistance at the 
burial. Fear of the Spaniards makes any stranger suspect in the town, and only by 
the intervention of the one flesh and blood character in the book, Abbie Bradford, a 
sparrow of a woman with a mind of her own, is Dirk rescued from this difficulty, only 
to find himself in another - for Abbie has designs on him for her niece - and he has 
fallen in love with Harriott. It takes some derring do- and some shifts of suspicion 
before Dirk's sincere desire to help rescue Charlestown from the enemy convinces the 
hesitant Harriott that she can transfer allegiance from the dead Spaniard to the li- 
ving Dirk.... Maybe it will all seem better in technicolor. 


June2 


Household, Geoffrey Little, Brown-A.M.P.° 
TALES OF ADVENTURERS $3.00 — 


Adventurers, rogues, bons vivants, and an honest man or two - for a series 
of stories which range from British to Balkan, American to Asian spheres against 
which the distant guns of war reverberate, and which make the most of the sporting 
chance,the fortuitous circumstance, the ironic backlash. There's a Roumanian with a 
fading vista of youth, freedom, women, food, who exchanges a foot for a stomach; a 
man of conscience - who deliberately did the right thing at the wrong time; two ex- 
security officers who are joined by the common memory - and cold uneasiness - of a 
political murder; a warship, packed with human freight, and the deterioration of a 
passenger who cannot get a drink; an Englishman in Africa who absconds with some 
money for a native cause, and another in the desert who - with a Soviet companion - 
shares a mutual moment of reverence at the grave of a monk; etc. etc. The casual 
gesture - the isolated incident - of effrontery or gallantry, played up and out 
with vivacity and style. 


June 4 


Wickenden, Dan Morrow 
THE RED CARPET $3.50 \— 


Wiekenden has gone sour in this novel. What family life there is seems 
either completely small town stock - or city decadence; his people have - for this 
reader - no reality; his plot is a twice told tale of a country boy come to the city 
there to have his dreams turn to dust. The story opens as Jason bids his high school 
sweetheart a final farewell and starts off for New York. Jackson Heights and his mar- 
ried sister's dreary apartment isn't exactly what he hoped; nor is it romantic to get 
a job through his brother-in-law. But he manages to fall for the wiles of an obvious 
platinum blonde, gets some drinks under his belt, is rescued by a poor-little-rich-boy 
and his charming wife (with whom of course he falls in love), finds a Greenwich Vill- 
age basement "apartment", and sets out to see the town through a mist of love and li- 
quor. I found it frightfully boring, neither young enough to be alluring nor mature 


wy 


enough to be cynically detached. -At the end one assumes that Jason will seek his oy 
golden fleece in other marts before finding that it is home on the neighbor's porch. 
June 11 
Harris,:Markham -» ; Lippincott 
HIGH MORNING FOG $3.50 


A comedy of romantic interchanges and interludes which is amiable - rather 
than antic- and presents some pleasant people as they skirt involvement and decision. 
Irresolute among them are Paul Saxton, the editor of a children's encyclopedia, at- 
tracted to Alice Piper, the wife of an errant friend - Larry; Gene Matthias, a pianist, 
obdurately making a living by door to door selling and refusing the easy out offered 
by a wealthy girl; Paul's sister Carol, passionately rather than wisely interested in 
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a character called Costello, whose morals are no better than his grammar; a minister who 
offers a contrast but not an antidote to Costello's charms; etc. Larry Piper is accidene 
tally killed, while Alice is pregnant with his second child; Paul is transferred from edi- 
ting to selling, which only nets him a case of measles; Carol makes a partial recovery SS 
from Costello; and Alice, after the birth of her baby, is ready for marriage to Paul.These 
affairs provide a gentle pursuit of love against a New England background - for distaff 


dalliance. 
June 12 


Doubleday 


Steen, Marguerite 
JEHOVAH BLUES $3.50 


An obsession with the color problem takes a new twist here in an incredible 
story of Aldebaran Flood, in 1930 a successful novelist, and her attempt to resurrect the 
dead ashes of an old love, dating back to the War and a sowing of wild oats in Paris. 

That her love was Lee, a jazz player who had run away from the. issue somehow intensified 
her uncertainty. She must know whether the love was dead or sleeping before she married 
Orlando. Little she reckoned with what her investigations might reveal, as she pursued 
will o' the wisps of rumor during her American lecture tour. Then in South Carolina she 
learned the truth. Lee was a “white Negro" who had crossed the color line. And just what 
that might mean was highlighted in a melodramatic incident on the Rodriguez plantation, an 
incident involving the touch of the tar brush in the Rodriguez line - a foreman who looked 
white - a Ku Klux Klan affair - violent death - and escape to Europe, only to find answer 
in a dope joint in Paris. This:will do nothing to enchance Miss Steen's reputation, and 


contributes little to the Flood saga. 
June 77 


Henry Hoit 


Longstreet, Stephen 
THE BEACH HOUSE $3.50 


The skid row of Hollywood - for the fade-out on a phantom, playtime, psycho 
world which loses nothing of its feverish compulsion in its obituary here. Centerspot is 
Mike Zelsmith, a producer with a past of Academy Awards to his credit, an artist ina 
cheapened medium, and a man caught between a marriage which has played out and a girl in 
whom he senses a future. For in Mollie, whom he loves, he spots the possibility of star- 
dom, and although flat broke - without the support of his wife and a wealthy father-in- 
law, he hopes to make the picture which will bring him back. But Mollie's vagrant,child- 
like charm breaks down in an emotional confusion which ends in a crack-up; her love for | 
Mike gives way to an attachment for another man; and there is a finalty to Mike's despair 
when the failure of the picture is paralleled by Mollie's death.... "The Dostoevskian 
flavor, but it tastes of suntan oil and Max Factor make-up" - he calls it - but it's got 
vitality of a hopped up, hoked up sphere of influence.... Some sales, but more for cir- 


culation, possibly,npt Public Library. | 


Powell, Dawn Houghton, Mifflin 
SUNDAY, MONDAY AND ALWAYS $2.75 


Short stories, and a folio of worn faces, wasted lives, reflected this time | 
with more compassion than cynicism, if with little comfort or cheer. For this is a , 
winter world of women with men - or without them, of ambition which is burnt out or 
played out,of loneliness and the thin insulation of pretense. There's the return of » 
the prodigal daughter (You Should Have Brought Your Mink) to the unconcern and dis- 
belief of her family; there's Ernie (The Comeback! whose years in Hollywood bring him 
back to sponge off his family; there's Velma, thirty odd, who finds no consolation in 





| 
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her mother's adulation for the empty epitaph -"the oldest employee” in a local fac- 
tory; there's Miss Chilton (Here Today, Gone Tomorrow) who leaves the immaculate se- 
questration of a girl's school for the wide, wide world of a lonely hotel room in 
New York; there's an old man smothering his asthma, and his unwantedness, in the 
maid's room of a city apartment; there's the aging irritability of a woman who had 
run through four husbandss etc. etc. A depressing, disabused gathering of people at 
odds - or at loose ends, in which the acidulous character of her earlier writing is 
subdued - but none of the accuracy has been lost. Effective. 


! 
—m |; | be 
' } ’ ; 


June 77? 


Tucker, Lael Random House 


LAMENT FOR FOUR VIRGINS $3.50 


A twenty year span of Georgian small town life reveals the influences the 
church (or rather its Episcopalian ministers), the matriarchy - and the community 
have on four girls - Angela, Ellen Terra, crippled Carrie and nearly accepted Hope. 
First it is their four-fold passion for the young Mark, which splits their families 
and drives him from his pulpfit as the contests and awards for him in marriage be- 
come too pressing: again their combined loyalty and championship for the new rector, 
saintly, innocent Bob, over his stand about a woman who is known to have murdered 
her mother, divide the town and their parents - and their current love interests: 
and, at the last, their response to their third pastor, flatly unsparing St. John 
Rand, climaxes their stories and makes of Hope an hypocritically reformed alco- 
holic, a shamed whore of Ellen Terra, a slime touched wife of Carrie and a scandal- 
pursued bride of Angela. An unsparing, but not spare, calendaring of lives in a 
vacuum, this contrasts the softly southern exterior with the dissonant, jarring in- 
terior tensions, the conflict of tradition and actuality, the invasion of northern 
know-how in a sterile, but not Capoted, abnormal and perverse, dissection. A 
rage to exist - in more diffuse terms. 


Too Many - Too Late (Practically Published) 


Wayne, Anderson Coward-McCann 
CHARLIE DELL $3.00 


Denver, Colorado, for the plain first person recall of Charlie Dell, his 
decline and fall, and the payoff on some misspent moments in the ironic circumven- 
tion of his close calculations. An overdose of marriage to Irma, and her nasty, 
nagging suspicions, makes him particularly susceptible to Lois, her sister - seven- 
teen and sexy. The engineer on an airport project out of town, Charlie yields to 
the pressure of the contractor to undercut the specificatior on the grading of the 
runway- and earn a fast buck; and a weekend away with Lois is covered by the sub- 
stitution of his assistant's name. But Lois' pregnancy, and his need for proof 
that he is not the man, reverses his tactics, and although he clears himself with 
Irma- he faces a government inspection and the loss of his job after a plane crash. 
Lois has her baby, and again Charlie is able to finesse his involvement, but he 
is still to pay the full penalty of his indulgence some years later when Lois 
comes back and has the revenge he is unable to deflect...The James Cain deriva- 
tive, for a story of passions and plans which have gone astray and which promote 
their own momentum as well as an expensive judgement on desire. (4/7) 
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Yutang, Lin- Retold by John Day 
FAMOUS CHINESE SHORT STORIES $3.50 


* A flavorsome, enticing collection of timeless Chinese tales adapted for West- 
ern readers by a well-known writer. Some date back to the Golden Age of the Tang Dyn- 
esty and give evidence of a rich culture in the 9th century. Ancient tales have been 
brought into focus for modern readers much as Fitzgerald popularized the Omar Khayyam, a 
liberty authorized by Chinese story tellers time out of mind. The stories fall under 
headings of Mystery and Adventure, Love and Satire, and are more or less in the picar- 
esque tradition. Lin Yutang's reverence and honesty, his deep lying need to identify 
his culture in fellowship with humanity result in an entrancing volume. (4/10) 


Dial 


Yerby, Frank 
THE SARACEN BLADE $3.50 


A story of the 13th century- with all the anticipated ingredients,-chivalry in 
somewhat distorted terms; an odd angle on the crusades with the tragic Children's Crus- 
ade shown in its yet more tragic disintegration; fanatic and heretic, within the church 
and without, at each other's throats; struggle for empire and balance of power, as Fre- 
deric II, from boyhood on, reaches for suzerainty over the so-called Holy Roman Empire. 
And against this teeming background there is told the romantic adventure of Pietro, com- 
moner, star-brother with Frederick, whose belief in the influence of the planets makes 
him feel that their fates are intertwined. Pietro wanted to win his knighthood; his love 
reaches as high as his ambitions; passion for one high born girl was at odds with the 
serener devotion to another; his was a life that reflected the many facets of his times. 
Could have been told on the level of good picaresque adventure, but in Yerby's hands, 
almost predictably, the lusts of the day outweigh the valors. (4/7) 


Savarese, Julie Putnam eS 
THE WEAK AND THE STRONG $3.50 


The story of an Italian-American family, the Dantes, who cling to the decen- 
cies- and their dreams- in spite of the degrading poverty in which they live, which is 
written from the heart and with knowing sympathy. Fortuna and her man Joseph are the 
weak and the strong. Ample Fortuna, carrying her unborn baby, would like Joseph to for- 
get his pride and concentrate on providing for his family which includes the sensitive 


Gabriel, ten, and the steadfast dreamer, seven year old Gino. But Joseph has other val- 


ues. He will give Gabriel a dime to buy a catechism book and walk miles to seek work 
because he has no carfare. He finds work in the Church and is let go when his strength 
proves inadequate, and yet he fights silently and grimly to avoid relief. And Fortuna 
is stoic when she refuses comment on Gabriel's excellent report card, knowing that she 
cannot afford to continue her schooling. And finally, with Joseph's illness and death, 
one knows that somehow Fortuna will be able to provide for the family her spirit has 
sustained... A sincere book, written with a native naivete, but there may not be many 
who will have the fortitude to follow the Dantes through their Inferno. (4/7) 


Obit Lists- Fast Fists-— New Twists 
April 28 


Clarke, Arthur C. Gnome 
THE SANDS OF MARS $2.75 


SF novelization in which technicalities are subdued for story line so that even 
the uninitiated may comprehend. Martin Gibson, writer of interplanetary novels, travels 
on the maiden flight of the new passenger spaceship to Mars and has his literary views So 
dusted off for alliance with the colonists on the planet, their domed cities and their 
fight to establishtheir rights to Earth's support. A mystery, a new sun, a Martian pet, 
romance - all help the colonists. Not completely gossamer. 
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April 28 


Van Vogt, A.E. Gnome 
THE MIXED MEN $2.75 


This author, who can toss them to you fast or slow, here takes a tuck in 
the specialty field to tell a story whose background is, natch, galactial domination. 
Peter is a two-mind humanoid (discrimination calls him a robot) allied to his breed 
and also the Fifty Suns, a civilization in the Magellanic Cloud. When Grand Captain 
Lady Gloria Laurr, from Earth, starts exploring she not only whips up a political 
triangle, but her own little double-trouble with Peter. So sorry, YOU have only one 
head! 


May 26 


Marino, Nick Holt 
ONE WAY STREET $2.50 


The D.A.‘'s assistant with a mad on, and hot on a private war when the dis- 
appearance of a half pint bookie gets under his skin. Distrusting his chief, framed 
in silks and satins when a babe is killed and her body kidnapped, Mike Macauley is 
strictly from a fall guy as he signs up with the hoods to get the in on the fix, the 
fixers and Mr. Fix. Hoodlums, subhumans and gambling add up to a distasteful dish. 


May ?? 


Tompkins, Walker A. Macrae-Smith 
PRAIRIE MARSHAL $2 .50 


The attempt of Gil Hollister to straighten out some crooked operations in 
Longhorn, one of the last of the cattle towns, and to avenge the ambushed death of 
a brother. In so doing, he tangles with three toughs, witnesses the defection of 
a wandering wife, prevents a landgrab, and finds an unsuspected wrongdoer at the end 
of the trail which leads to matrimony as well as justice.... A familiar crease to 
the old Stetson, but wearable. 


June 2 


Ward, Brad Dutton 
THE HANGING HILLS $2.50 


Adam White, riding 3,000 miles to get away from trouble, runs smack into it 
as his trip from Texas to Montana starts off with an outlaw holdup, a crooked deal on 
the ranch he wants to buy, and his name at the head of somebody's list of dead men. 
His border reputation eatches up with him, and holding the joker in the pack he backs 
a bank robbery to smoke out his suspect,- and wins. Some good old cliffhanging here. 


June 4 


Kuttner, Henry Harper 
MAN DROWNING $2.50 


The distorted world of Nick Banning reflects his abortive attempts to be 
normal although recognizing, but never admitting, his uncontrolled violence. He finds 





the girl he loves, Sherry, in Arizona; gets a job with a very mentally displaced couple; 


and, with lethal anger catching up with him, is on the lam. The fight between his al- 
most rational self and his anti-social demands borrows from the desert background for 
a sultry brooding viciousness. Torrid tale-telling. 
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June 12 


James, Robert Doubleday a» 
DEATH WEARS PINK SHOES $2.50 


The death of Mr. Potterwait at No. 17 Crane Street emphasizes and exacerbates 
the unhappy relationships between the tenants there who keep up an irritable interchange 
f repartee. Policeman Cherney, whose investigation is not as relaxed as it might seem, 
makes a spot identification of the killer but allows a second death to prove his point... 


Wilted. 
June 13 


Stone, Hampton Simon & Schuster 
$2.50 


THE CORPSE THAT REFUSED TO STAY DEAD 


Slick work for dependable Asst. D.A.Gibson, as once again he untangles a.too 
simple case of suicide-cum-accidental death, and proves his case against a glamour girl 
ho wanted her man. Music student background - a pregnant girl dead - a stone deaf land- 
ady whose dreams about being an heiress turned out to be true- and a thorny set of sus- 
ects whose moral code may give the squeamish pause - add up to a plausible runaround of 


jew York's Bohemian life. 
June” ?7 


Houghton, Mifflin 


Raine, William MacLeod 
JUSTICE COMES TO TOMAHAWK $2.50 





Arizona, and the clean-up of Tomahawk when Jeff Carr, a fiddlefooted fellow, 
‘amed with the robbery of a stage and the killing of a guard, settles-not only his own 
-ore- but the unlawful activities of two rival factions. Saved, once by Margaret Ather- 
yn,a second time by Mollie- affiliated with the outlaws, he makes his choice between them 
nd does a thorough job of disposition and retribution. Not aimless, but in its way, sort 





’ endless. 
R B OF R I N T 5 For May 
BANTAM BOOKS (buck $.25) 
Bennett, Dwight - STORMY RANGE Carr, John Dickson - THE SLEEPING SPHINX 
Burnett, W.R. - TOMORROW'S ANOTHER DAY Comfort, Will Levington - APACHE 
(Each $.35) 
Robbins, Harold - NEVER LOVE A STRANGER Schoonover, Lawrence - THE GENTLE INFIDEL 


Waters, Ethel - HIS EYE IS ON THE SPARROW 


(>.5o) * Davis, Kenneth S. - EISENHOWER: SOLDIER OF DEMOCRACY (for April) 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


Boucher, Anthony - ROCKET TO THE MORGUE Hendryx, James B. - THE STAMPEDERS 
Coxe, George Harmon - DANGEROUS LEGACY Kroll, H. H. - CABIN IN THE COTTON 
falliday, Brett - COUNTERFEIT WIFE Meredith, Anne - THE UNKNOWN PATH ¢ 


Graham, Alice Walworth - NATCHEZ WOMAN 


 , = 
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GARDEN CITY BOOKS for May 5th 


see - - 


* Brunini, John'G. - WHAT CATHOLICS MAKE MONEY AT HOME (Original) ($2.98) 
BELIEVE AND WHY ($1.49) Kraines & Thetford - MANAGING YOUR MIND ($1.79) 


Permabooks (Each $.35) 


Cores, Lucy - WOMAN IN LOVE Powersy Anne - THE IRON MASTER > 
Dowdey, Clifford - BUGLES BLOW NO MORE Teilhet, D. - THE MISSION OF JEFFERY TOLAMY 


Phaidon Art Books for April 14th 


Baldass, Ludwig - JAN VAN EYCK - 160 plates, 8 in full color, 112 pp. illus. text -$15.00 

Goldschneider, Ludwig - Fd.- LEONARDO DA VINCI, Landscapes and Plants, 75 details in 
original size: TOWARDS MODERN ART, 100 plates illustrating similarities 
of old and new art: UNKNOWN RENAISSANCE PORTRAITS, 66 plates. Each $5.95 





GROSSET & DUNLAP 


Gardner, Erle Stanley - THE CASE OF Halliburton, Richard - THE FLYING CARPET 
THE FIERY FINGERS ($1.00) ($1.98) 


THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 


Mentor ($.35) - Toynbee, Arnold - GREEK HISTORICAL THOUGHT 


Signet (Each $.25) 


Herbert, Arthur - BUGLES IN THE NIGHT Spillane, Mickey - THE LONG WAIT: reissues - 
Isherwood, Christopher - GOODBYE TO I, THE JURY: MY GUN IS QUICK 

BERLIN Werry, Richard R. - WHERE THE TOWN BEGINS 
Morris, Donald R. - CHINA STATION 


Signet Giant ($.35) - Sklar, George * THE PROMISING YOUNG MEN 


POCKETBOOKS (Each $.25) 


Anderson, Sherwood - DARK LAUGHTER Lipsky, Eleazar - THE PEOPLE AGAINST O'HARA 
Fergusson, Harvey - GRANT OF KINGDOM Mager, Sylvia K. - THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO 
Gardner, E.S. (reissues): THE CASE OF HOME SEWING 
THE CARELESS KITTEN: THE CASE OF THE Seeley, Mabel - THE BECKONING DOOR 

DROWSY MOSQUITO Vandercook, John W. = BLACK MAJESTY 


Wells, Lee E. - TONTO RILEY 


@ Cardinal Editions 


Defoe, Daniel - MOLL FLANDERS GREAT TALES & POEMS OF EDGAR ALLAN POE 
Nordhoff &Hall ~- MUTINY ON THE BOUNTY Tebbel, John - THE CONQUEROR 








tion. 


J 


‘rom the campaign for Governor through to Roosevelt's death, and he shows not only the 
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MUST BOOKS 


— 


Rosenman, Samuel I. Harper 
WORKING WITH ROOSEVELT $6.00 / 


One test of the stature of Roosevelt is the immense vitality of every facet re- 
ealed in the books written by those closest to him. Judge Rosenman's book is no excep- 
In the main, the ground covered is familiar to anyone who has read Sherwood, Perkins, 
yrnes, Farley, and the President's own papers. But the approach this time is through the 
rocesses of "working with Roosevelt" on his speeches. The Judge was part of that team 


eticulously detailed building of form from the substance - but the President's own inti- 


ate part in every phase of the process, his genius for putting the stamp of his persona- 


ity on both text and presentation, of using this genius to project himself into the aware- 


ness of his listeners so that they accepted him on their own level. The thread of the 
speeches and their creation links together step after step in a dramatic era. The people 
who crossed the stage; the events that highlighted the passing months and years; the cam-' 


aigns, successes, failures. Rosenman says that this is "a partisan book written by one 


who believes that Franklin D. Roosevelt, with all his faults, ranked with Washington, Jef- 


erson and Lincoln as one of our greatest Presidents, and that he was a very great human 


eing besides". As one reads, one is persuaded of the validity of his claim. The book 


has some news value in a fresh interpretation of controversial phasesof Roosevelt's ad- 
inistrations. But its chief value lies in a further revelation of the man and the pro- 


esses of his thinking. 


wy pe Ps LG el 


Farrar, Straus & Young 


Shirer, William L. 
MID-CENTURY JOURNEY $3.50 


* The author of Berlin Diary turns his perceptive eye and mind on the Europe of 
950-51, at the mid century mark. This is a more philosophical and contemplative ap- 


raisal, a less personal and anecdotal one than might have been anticipated. He shares 


little with his reader of what he saw and did, but shares instead the conclusions he 


syhanges. 


le 


as drawn, and gives a backward look at those forces in history that have produced the 


-onditions - history that, after a slow evolution produced ina short time profound 


This is the theme of his story. He takes one with him first to Austria, which 
feels can never live again as a nation; then to France, where an unfinished revolu- 
ion brought defeat and humiliation, not yet resolved. Next to Germany, a country he 


ad known intimately where he sees again evidence that Naziism and the old German dis- 
ase survive, the new West German republic only a facade while the Allied Control does 


nothing. England he sees as the result of a generation of complacent refusal to face 


ie 


‘eality now at a point of exhaustion (for which we should share the blame). The Con- 


ervatives cannot undo history. In the European Union, despite Britain's abstention, 
sees hope for the future:- a limping start in the powerless Council of Europe, but 
tangible evidence in the European Army and NATO, inS HA P E under Eisenhower, 
n the Schuman Plan. Finally, returning to America, he acknowledges evidences of 
ming of age, but deplores our unsolved problems of distribution, the schizophrenia 
’ our thinking, the atmosphere of intolerance and fear, our ignorance of history, 

ur moral cowardice. We must prove ourselves- NOW. Shirer's name carries weight to 


uunterbalance a public apathy towards books that make us think. 
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May 21 


Chambers, Whittaker Random House 
WITNESS $5 .00 


The long awaited, long delayed, personal testament of Whittaker Chambers 
who shared with Alger Hiss in the most controversial case of our time, not only in 
the enigmatic features of the case itself, in the violent partisanship of belief- or 
disbelief- in the two men involved, but more largely in its ultimate significance, 
established by the verdict, of the existence of Communist infiltration in high places. 
Whittaker Chambers' story, over and above its unexpurgated emotionalism (which may 
alienate rather than attract sympathizers) is inherently more dramatic than any of 
the red recantations (Budenz, Bentley, etc.) in the destiny he was to play in what 
he calls a “tragedy of history"; it is also fully fascinating as an anatomy of per- 
sonal as well as political direction and misdirection, in a man who was to find that 
"the horror of treason is its sin against the spirit". From the many formative fact- 
ors in his youth,- the chilling father, the unstable brother who was to suicide, the 
poverty, this follows down to the college years and the young radical's vision of "a 
dying world" and the potential of salvation offered by Communism "which from death 
could evoke life". His participation in the Party, the apprenticeship at the Daily 
Worker, and then his assignment to Washington as a courier in the apparatus which was 
to include Alger Hiss,- these prefaced the years in the '30's of close association 
with the Hisses. "Alger Hiss and his wife I had come to regard as friends as close 
as a man ever makes in life." 


But the uneasiness of conscience in that "tight little world beyond the law, 
turning upon an axis of fear", that tight little world which knew the disappearances 
(deaths) of party members, led to the decision to leave the party, to return to the 
Quaker faith of his grandparents, to a life of bare simplicity on a farm, and to the 
fight against Communism which he undertook in his later years on Jime and in his dis- 
closures to Berle (dropped for several years) and then to the F.B.I. And in the last 
part of the book, which gives a transcript of the hearings before the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities, all the material on which the trials were based reappears, 
and the car, the rug, the typewriter, the microfilmed documents which were to be call- 
ed the “pumpkin papers" give their damning corroboration to the Chambers' story in 
the face of Hiss' denial of a man he never knew, except possibly as a deadbeat he 
calls by another name... An often agonized confessional, which does not minimize the 
"storm of the spirit", the martyrdom of the pariah as well as the several sacrifices 
to which his convictions led, this still sustains its driven, dedicated fervor through 
close to 800 pages (which have only had a partial appearance in the S.£.P.). The 
Book of the Month Club lends its impetus, if any is needed beyond the curious, sensa- 


tional properties of this story. 
May 26 L fia 


Thurber, James Simon & Schuster 
THE THURBER ALBUM $3.50 


WHEN ALL WHO WRITE OF DESE AND DOSE 
CAN SHINNY UP J. THURBER'S PROSE, 
THEIR TALES OF FATHERS,MOTHERS, AUNTS, 
COUSINS AND UNCLES AND GRANDPARANTS, 
THEIR "MEET THE FOLKS" 

(WITH FAMILY JOKES) 

WILL BE ACCLAIMED. BUT DON'T 
LOOK NOW - BECAUSE THEY WON'T. 
THEIR WRITING NOW IS BUT A HOAX - 
FOR HE'S BOTH ACORNS AND THE OAKS. 












Ohh. Non-fiction April 1, 1952 


ind to be more specific...re Thurber & Co.... 


* Happy tumbling around in the family tree, and some assorted local bushes, these + 
ire the author's permanent memories of people as important as rain in his early life, from 
ld family history of past ancestors on to Ohio State University professors and Columbus 
lewspapermen he knew. Except for Conversation Piece, these have appeared in the New Yorker 
nd were happily noted as they were published; here they have been arranged in a "kind of 
hronological order....with a vague continuity" so that you progress from a step-great 
randfather to the great grandfather who licked all his enemies, to Man With A Rose, grand- 
‘ather who cherished his eccentricities, through to father, who was plagued by the mechani- 
al and the manufactured, to Lavender with a Difference which tells of mother and her ela- 
borate pranks. And there is the practical nurse, the strange baseball field at the School 
for the Blind, and other assorted Columbians whofound out the high visibility in which 
hese people, lovely people, appear. So "meet the folks" in the nicest way possible. Thur- 

oer family photographs, never before published, will be included. 


The More the Merrier-- Watch These 


litically important,- Kevin McCann's MAN FROM ABILENE (Doubleday) and Caroline Tf. Harns- 
erger's A MAN OF COURAGE (Wilcox 6 Follett) A personal record- I WAS STALIN'S PRISONER 

Robert Vogeler (Harcourt); and a revealing close-up of Jugoslavia in THE EAGLE AND THE 

TS by Louis Adamic (Doubleday) One dark horse— fun to play with- HARPOON VENTURE by 


in Maxwell (Viking). Reports in section following. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS-Non-fiction 


April 15 





Hanson, Lawrence & Elizabeth Macmillan 
NECESSARY EVIL $6 .00 


An exhaustive, conscientiously documented biography of Jane Welsh Carlyle, bril- 
‘lant wife of that erratic man of letters, Thomas Carlyle. The Hanson's method holds close- 
-y to the contents of many hitherto unavailable letters, with the result that only from 
hearsay does the reader learn of Jane's almost fabled wit and charm. Her letters, though 
bright, deal largely with her many dissatisfactions. Five years of correspondence during 
ihe courtshipminutely traces advance and retreat, dull to anyone other than the partici- 
pants. Glimpses of famous names, visitors at Jane's salons, have little vitality- none of 
the Pepys's Diary quality. Perhaps this stems back to Jane's self-centered concern with 
her ailments, and fancied abuses. Speculations as to the Carlyles' sex life, an issue 
with successive generations, are scrupulously avoided. There is nothin of the talents an 
imaginative youngster such as anecdotes of her childhood indicated,in the maturing woman. 
Possibly because she had sublimated her gifts to those of her husband. The result (how 
different from Townsend Scudder's entrancing June Welsh Carlyle) is sterile reading. 





April 24 


McCann, Kevin Doubleday 
MAN FROM ABILENE : $2.50 


* A warm and friendly biography of Eisenhower, which combines the quick survey 
‘a career that in itself speaks for the man, and a skilfully interpolated succession 
of extracts from writings, letters, speeches, so that one gets a sense of autobiography. 
't is unusual for anyone whose life has been as crowded as Eisenhower's to take time out Es) | 
Lo express, on paper, his philosophy, his thoughtful analysis of the challenges life has 
siven him. The reader feels that he is privileged to share the General's thoughts on 
some of the subjects on which many feel anxiety today. Here- in a biographical setting- 
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is much of the material included in What Eiseuhower Thinks (report P. 102) edited 
by Allan Taylor; here, too, is a brief summation of the chronology of Gunther's 
Eisenhower (report P. 50). And the author- with additional time to weigh his in- 
clusions, has been able to bring his material almost up to the end of 1951. There 
is more here, for instance, of the pattern of crowded days at Columbia, of the hope- 

less attempt to perform simultaneously two tremendous jobs. And there is a good 

deal about the months of the European command as Eisenhower, one of the world's 

great diplomats (and one sometimes feels a bit of a politician as well) welds Europe's ; 
forces into a united army. A great man- and a humble one- emerges from these pages. 
(The author is President of Defiance College). 



































April 24 


Oursler, Fulton Farrar, Straus & Young 
THE READER'S DIGEST MURDER CASE $3.75 


An abridgement of a trial which, in time, ran for almost two months and 
which on paper ran to 4000 pages, here curtailed to some 500. The trial itself in- 
volved the hold-up of a Reader's Digest mail and pay truck and the fatal shooting of 
an employee, Andrew Petrini. As a story, there is quite frankly very little to at- 
tract the interested criminal bystander in the case, which was a simple problem, or 
the participants, habitues with a record- over and above the fact that they had been 
released too soon for the public good under a too lenient parole system. But for 
those interested in the prosecution of a case, the authentic demonstration of court 
practice and procedure, the methods of examination and cross-examination, the intro- 
duction of material evidence and exhibits, the obstructive efforts of the defense 
attorney in behalf of his clients, down to the final summations and sentences- the 
death penalty for three of the four involved-, this provides a verbatim transcript. 
At a guess, they will be lawyers rather than lay readers. 


April 28 


Garrett, Garet Pantheon 
THE WILD WHEEL $2.75 


* This is a story of an era in American life that passed with the Great De- | 
pression and the coming of the New Deal. Mr. Garrett sets forth as his theme the ! 
economic principle of laissez faire, and in telling of the days when it revolution- , 
ized American industry he presents as his subject the superlative consummator of the 
system, Henry Ford. Ford's rise from a young mechanic to the head of an empire, is | 
discussed in terms of the man and the times - as the author says at the close of his 
book, the days when Ford and his empire could have happened are over. Ford's econ- 
omic principle of doing away with the profit motive, of putting most of his capital 
back into the business, of giving the benefit to the consumer, made him the richest 
man in the world - and also made it possible for almost anyone to own a car. Mr. 
Garrett describes the "hand-minded" genius whose ignorance caused him humiliation 
in court and who distrusted experts who thought some things were impossible. He 
tells of Ford's friendship with Edison, to whom, too, power was a plaything; he 
tells of Ford's sally into the dangerous sea of politics and his disembarkment}; he 
tells of Ford's love of the past which he had helped to negate with his machine 
world and which he sought to preserve at Greenfield Village; he tells of the end 
of laissez-faire and Ford's impetuous submission to the closed shop. Mr. Garrett 
tells of a man, a childeman, an enigma, a man with "wheels in his head", and his 
writing whirs along like one of those wheels, spinning out various threads of the 
story of a man and an era we should not forget. Economically exciting and sound. 


em SC ON NN RU SSR 
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April 28 


Long, E.B.-£d World - 
PERSONAL MEMOIRS OF U.S. GRANT $6 .00 


With another war just behind us- and another General a candidate for the pre- 
sidency, U.S. Grant is a name often heard. Perhaps that makes particularly timely this 
reissue, with introduction, notes, illustrations and maps, of one of the great military 
biographies of literature. Grant wrote under stress of need for money- and knowledge of 
impending death from cancer. He allowed neither of these factors to interfere with his 
sincere determination to contribute his story, his appraisal of men and events, for the 
record. That the man himself comes through was to him secondary, but it is what enlivens 
the pages today. Some hundred pages summarize his early years; when war came he offered 
his services- and as war progressed he gave of his utmost to the cause. The result is a 
‘ecord of facts, objective, fair, and adding up to a portrait of a military genius. The 
very simplicity of his style keeps it from dating. And for students of military history, 
particularly for that large audience concerned with Civil War writings, it is essential 


‘eading. World Publishing is doing signal service in this. 
April 29 


Vanguard 


Ethridge, Willie Snow 
LET'S TALK TURKEY $3.00 


Willie, her "roommate", otherwise known to the world as Mark, and their 12- 
ear Old son, "Mr. Big", accept an invitation to visit Greece and to return, via Turkey, 
na freighter. But freighters being what they are, and the Moline Victory could never 
» hurried, - the Ethridges had an unintentional junket when they were delayed in Istan- 

il. They found a camp for"Mr. Big',and proceeded to enjoy not only a luxurious social a 
ife but a round of local touring which had them sometimes hanging by their ears. For 

here was the food, and the customs, and the lure of the bazaars, the tour of a seraglio, 

nd the neverending richness of the land itself. When they finally got under way, there 

ere the ports, with stopovers, and "Mr. Big" supplying unexpected excitements. Aboard 

hip, the slow progress, the troubles with loading and unloading, the other passengers, 
ind the Captain, all contributed to Willie's bubbling interest, which at times hit a high 

il. Unsubdued, always observant, willing to listen and learn, this tireless tourist 

anages the human touches that make this a Turkish delight. 





April 30 
Caxton 
TRUMAN'S INHERITANCE $1.25 


In the genre of John T. Flynn's diatribes against the administration of Frank- 

in D. Roosevelt, Mr. Edwards has contributed his analysis of the sum and substance of the 
nheritance Mr. Truman has used as the foundation of his eight years of maladministration. 
ie argues that there may have been worse men in the White House, "but none quite so cocksure, 
> stubborn and so poorly equipped". He sees the country taking the road to statism after 
F.D.R.'s twelve years “socialistically minded and communistically inclined". He charts the 
heritage:- minority blocks, a Labor government, a Welfare State, a machinery of self-perpe- 
cuating partisan government, the bureaucratic machanisms of Big Government. The last half of 
the book is devoted to a breakdown of the foreign policy, and the Democratic Administrations 
bear the brunt of everything that has gone awry in Europe and Asia, the United Nations is 
helittled and castigated, and only grudging concessions made to a few sound moves in Western 
Nurope. Ammunition. - not often supported with concrete evidence - for the opposition. In - 
losing he urges the Republicans, if they would survive, to build a platform which isn't 


Edwards, ? 


Re oh 


just "me-too". He outlines his ten points of conservatism, based on private ownership as 
the core of a new statement of policy...The Postscript at the close-a dialogue in which the 
oposite number is even right of the author - weakens rather than strengthens the text. 
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April 30 


































@ New American Library- 7he Editors New American Library 
' NEW WORLD WRITING 50¢ 


The first in what may become a series if this proves successful. An anth- 
ology worth thoughtful reading, inspired by Lehmann and the editors of the now non- 
existant Penguin New Writing and undertaken by the Wew 1 erican Library in hopes of 
increasing the media through which serious writers can reach a wider audience- this 
includes poetry, essays, short stories and such writers as Isherwood, Alain Locke, 
Shelby Foote, John Malcolm Brinnin, Locke's The Negro in American Literatureis .an 
illuminating historical account; from Tennessee Williams comes a one act drama, / 
Rise in Flame Cried the Phoenix, on the death of D.H. Lawrence; Isherwood's contri- 
bution is a tensely melodramatic first chapter of a new novel, The World in the 
Evening; Erlinda and Mr. Coffin is an 0. Henry-esque short story by Gore Vidal; 
Villa d’E£ste, &@ poem in tercets, a tersely imaginative association of political 
pasts and presents, by Lloyd Frankenberg. A rich little volume from a well known 
reprint house which it is hoped will get sent on its way as a "little magazine" 
thus providing room for more. Paper. 


May 1 


Vogeler, Robert Harcourt, Brace 
with Leigh White I WAS STALIN'S PRISONER «$3.75 


With a simplicity which approaches dignity, this is a straightforward pre- 
sentation of Vogeler's story which holds not only the drama of the ordeal he under- 
went, but serves as a demonstration of official impotence in the face of the viola- 
tions of the rights of American citizens abroad. And Vogeler, in telling his story 
now, makes a plea for public support of William Oatis, the now liberated four fliers, 
through an embargo and retaliatory restrictions against the Soviet "gangster govern- 
ments". Vogeler, as you may remember, was sent over to Vienna by I.T. & T. to try 
and prevent the confiscation of their properties there- and later in Prague and Buda- 
pest. The increasing tension with the passage of the months; his wife Lucile's close 
experiences with the Russians; the constant suspicion and surveillance- all this pre- 
faced and presaged the last act which was played out in Budapest where Vogeler at- 
tempted to save an I.T. & T. subsidiary but was held up by the dilatory State De- | 
partment negotiations which eventually imperilled his position. His arrest, on the 
Hungarian border, led to the seventeen months of imprisonment- all save two in soli- | 
tary confinement; the 71 days' resistance- on his part- to the psychological tor- ) 
ture reserved for the "cultured prisoners"; and finally the crack-up and confession 
to more than 200 acts he couldn't possibly have committed, in en attempt to expose 
its fraudulence; the long sentence, and finally the release after his wife's long 
fight to secure intervention which was diplomatically discountenanced as "inter- 
ference"... It's a frightening story, this, as the victimization of one man exposes 
our uneasy, unsteady foreign policy in the face of the Soviet stranglehold of Western 
Europe. A book to be watched, in spite of the cooling off period since the headline 
interest in the case. 





ar 


Announcing Zuo Plays in Book Form Each $2.50 
Behrman, S.N. JANE May 1 - Random House 


A sparkling comedy of manners, with entertaining repartee, which should pro- 
vide reading circles and Little Theatre groups for some time to come. The subject mat- 
¢ ter is basically more serious than the frothy approach indicates. Broadway success. 


Capote, Truman THE GRASS HARP May 10 Random House 


This hasn't opened yet, so check back on the novel on which it is based. 
Heading for Broadway shortly. 
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May 


Gilbert, Stuart Knopf . 
JAMES JOYCE'S ULYSSES $5.00 


When Stuart Gilbert's fine study of Ulysses first appeared in the United States, 
Joyce's work was banned. Now, over twenty years later, with Knopf's second edition of the 
commentary, it is available to the American public to peruse both the original and the conm- 
mentary which will help to make Ulysses a rewarding experience rather than a bewildering one 
yr merely an intellectual caper. The present edition has more material and more fully con- 
sidered insights than the former one. It retains the form and general content of the older 
book, including illustrative sections of J/lysses. Mr. Gilbert, a great deal of whose work 
yas done in contact with Joyce himself, says the object of the author was to present an 
.esthetic image of the world. He discusses techniques, themes, parallels used in the work, 
nd then proceeds to a detailed analysis of the episodes that comprise /lysses. The first 
four chapters, devoted to the ideas, themes, and parallels require especially close reading, 
is they give the general structure and content without the help of the chronological organi- 
zation that aids in following the discussion of the episodes. Any reader of Ulysses will 
ve glad to have this as a chart to help plot his course through the high and exciting seas 


f Joyce's work. 


Hand, Learned Knopf 
Dilliard, Irving -/d. THE SPIRIT OF LIBERTY $3.50 


This is a collection of non-legal papers and addresses of Learned Hand collec- 
ed, introduced, and notated by Irving Dilliard, who begins the book with a personal tri- 
ute to the venerable and venerated retired justice of the second Federal Circuit Court 
nd a brief biography of this outstanding American. The first address in the collection 

that delivered by Learned Hand to his class in 1893, as class orator and graduate summa f 2 
laude from Harvard, the final one in 1952 at the Harvard Club of New York in celebra- 
ion of his eightieth birthday. In between are speeches, many delivered at Harvard func- 
ions, papers concerning his predecessors and contemporaries, including Brandeis, Cardozo, 
Holmes, Hughes, and other oustanding men of the judiciary; speeches devoted to a discus- 
ion of liberty, tolerance, morals in public life ( the record of a hearing before the 
senate Committee on Labor and Public Welfare), democracy. These are the utterances of a 
wise and patriotic American, of a scholar who is at home in the wealth of the past, Ame- 
ican and classic, and whose words may be interesting and inspiring to people in and out 
f the legal field who take justice and the good life seriously. 





15 
May 8 


Jonez, Hinton D., M.D. Messner 
MY FIGHT TO CONQUER MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS $3.50 


The heartening story of a successful fight against a chronic disease which was 
ynly known as a crippler and a killer, and which in its diagnosis and dreadful prognosis 
held no hope for its many victims. Dr. Jonez, a general practitioner in Tacoma, parti- 
cularly interested in allergies, was also particularly affected by the future- or rather 
lack of future- which faced a patient, a Mrs. Johnston, a young mother of five children. 
At a medical conference in the East, Jonez heard the theory that there was a possible 
allergy factor in multiple sclerosis, and he returned to Tacoma to make his first ex- 
periment with the drug histamine on Mrs. Johnston. The success of his first treatments, 
the establishment of a Clinic at the St. Joseph Hospital, his devotion to his work which ee 
soon excluded his private practice and was matched by the dediction of the Sisters there, 
he use of curare for spasticities that the histamine failed to relieve, the resentment 
id hostilities of many members of his profession, the impetus given the clinic which 
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reached peak productivity with 350 patients a day after the appearance of a nation- 
wide magazine article, this is the record of a selfless struggle which has now elim- 
inated the stigma of shame- and fear- from this affliction, and continues its crusade 
for treatment centers the country over where a disease which can never be cured can 
be checked. His book will bring further hope and help to many. 


May 20 


Peattie, Roderick- fy. Vanguard 
THE BLACK HILLS $5.00 


This differs from others in the American Mountain Series in that compara- 
tively little space is afforded to chronology, geology etc. while most of the inclu- 
sions place the focus on personalities, incident, story. One basic element character- 
izes all of the contributors- a devotion to the region, a sense of its qualities 
found nowhere else. Though the Dakotas boast only some 75 years of white man occu- 
pation, in those years have grown up tales of lost gods, heroes and legends that seem 
hoary with antiquity. From Paul Bunyan to Borglum, sculptor of Mount Rushmore, the 
stories embrace a wide range:- Sioux and Cheyennes, explorers, fur traders, adven- 
turers, miners, rustlers, missionaries, immigrants- and of course the Army. Now with 
the National Parks and the springs, they have, too, the tourists. Sources of true 
westerns- characters that run through even the comics (Crazy Horse, Deadwood Dick, 
Wild Bill Hickok, Calamity Jane, Custer, Jedediah Smith )- plenty of story material 
here. And always the miners, in this “earth's richest 100 miles square”. Illustra- 
ted with photographs. 


May 22 


Epstein, Benjamin & | Doubleday 
Forster, Arnold THE TROUBLEMAKERS $3.50/#3-95_ 


A successor to last year's 4 Measure of Freedom and again the Anti-Defama- 
tion League's report on the dissemination of bigotry and hatred and the use of pre- 
judice as a tool in the smear of public figures, as the means of perverting national 
and international issues, and as the end in which primitive violence has found its 
release. Among the hate mongers there are the familiar names of Senator McCarthy, 
Gerald L.K. Smith, Fulton Lewis Jr., the Reverend Wesley Swift, Clubwoman Mrs.Lasell, 
and Cowboy Springer. Among the victims, there's Anna Rosenberg, who with her ap- 
pointment as Assistant Secretary of Defense was calumnied as a Communist; Loretto 
Chappell, the Director of the Children's Division of the Georgia State Department 
of Welfare who was pilloried for her fight against racial segregation. The cam- 
paign of the Arab League in the United States, the network propagandists, the Com- 
munist exploitation of racial tensions, the race riot in Cicero, Illinois, the out- 
breaks of vandalism around Boston,- all complete an irrefutable record of discrimina- 
tion and distortion, moral and physical injury. You can gauge your audience by the 
first book, and if you can extend it- it will be all to the public good. 


a 


pen 





Adamic, Louis Doubleday ““f 
THE EAGLE AND THE ROOTS $6-00/¢7-00- % 


* An exciting but difficult book, which amply rewards the concentration ne- 
cessitated on the part of the reader. Some will seek in its crowded pages an answer 
to the mystery of the author's death, but more will read it remembering JNative's 
Return and seeking again a perceptive appraisal of Yugoslavia today, the dramatic 
break with the Soviet, the role the country plays now, and the key to the personal- 
ity of Tito. Had Adamic lived to complete his work on the text, some of the diffi- 
culties might have been ironed out. As it stands, it seems occasionally repetitive, 
incoherent, overlong; inevitably the names are difficult for the American; and 
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basically Adamic was himself seeking, exploring, weighing the evidence. What comes through 
is a triumphant portrait of anation newly born from travail, led by a magnetic, brilliant, 
inspired and dedicated man. Communist to the core - the people who have performed the mir- 
acle of survival feel that it is Russia through her leaders that have diverged. They ask 
understanding. Adamic shows what Hurdles must be taken, with misunderstanding and ignor- 
ince each of the other. They hope for aid to make themselves self-supporting, to give them 
a chance to build an industrial strength that will make a decent living standard possible, 
lespite the block put in their way by the denunciation of the power behind the Iron Cur- 
tain. Adamic himself, though returning to his native land, found much to puzzle him, not 
nly in what was happening, but why. In these pages, the reader shares his pilgrimage, 
reads sometimes conflicting testimony, explores the baffling contradictions of the war 
years, and sees "Tito"- Broz for most of the period, in the step by step growth from a 
poverty-striken boyhood in a tiny hamlet to the role of an inspired leader. His magne- 
tism, his tremendous ability, his consistent development, all emerge from the record. An 
important contribution to understanding a country and a people who hold the key to one 


vital facet in the future...(The galley sheets did not include the introduction by Stella 
\damic and Timothy Seldes). 


May 22 


Hulburd, David Doubleday 
"H" IS FOR HEROIN $1.50 





The file on Amy Burton of Coast City, California, which- in her own words- pro- 
rides a precis of teen-age addiction which has aroused wide interest- and indignation- in 
its recent press spotlighting. It's a typical- but tawdry- town, Coast City, for the 
‘tourist with the bright blue slacks and the wife to match",- for youngsters, bumming on 

the beach and in the beer parlors, but not much different from any city as a natural ha- e 
bitat for adolescents at loose ends. And Amy Burton, a "little square tagging along with 
the crowd ("squares" are just "drags", dull types) learns to blow up a joint" and blows 
ip joints for more that a year until she "ever fixed". Fixed is jolting, you know, taking 
. shot of H in the main line. Like I said, "H is heroin". It's a sad, shabby record- of 
parental supervision which was not indifferent but lessened by hours away from home and 
it work; of the complete dependence on drugs in which she was joined by Eddy- whom she 
larried; and of a youth which burnt out with a spoon, a medicine dropper, and a cap of 
heroin and ended behind bars....A clean, sharp reporting job by David Hulburd- who may be 





remembered for /t+ Happened In Pasadena and as a former Jime staffer. 
May 31 
Palmer, Cecil Caxton 
BRITISH SOCIALIST ILL-FARE STATE $6.00 


An unmitigated and seemingly endless diatribe against socialism, written for 
the most part during the six-year tenure of the Labor Party in Britain. Writing, he 
says, for the Libertarian cause, the author denounces the Welfare State as a "politi- 
‘al snare" and a “social delusion", as an instrument of progressive totalitarianism, 
under which the individual ultimately becomes the object of the state. Mr. Palmer 
points out how already lives are circumscribed by state controls, how the socialist 
overnment cannot exist with the concepts and practices of liberty and freedom. He 
liscusses the fate of medicine, industry, trade unionism, the cost of living, food, 
education, and housing under direction of the Labor government, condemning the socia- 
lists for Britain's economic distress by unnecessary imports and outlandish expenditures 
paid for by the taxes of the minority. He sees the socialists as small men mad for power a 
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and socialism as "Communism in adolescence". An undercurrent of the book is his con- 
current distrust of democracy. His identification of private property with indivi- 
dual liberty and leaning toward leadership by the uncommon man suggests his political 
stand. Mr. Palmer concludes his denunciation with an obtuse and superficial discus- 
sion as to possibilities of America's saving civilization which one wonders whether 
to take seriously. He appends a brief on the potentials of the 1951 election. From 
the American market angle, this book seems ill-timed, and the facts used to illu- 
strate his theses, which would certainly deserve some attention in themselves, be- 
come clouded over by the violence of his attack. 


_ May? 


Cutts, Norma E. & Appleton-Century-Crofts 
Moseley, Nicholas BETTER HOME DISCIPLINE $3.50 + 


A very tangible treatment of the problem of discipline which is based on 
the experience of some 6000 parents and children and offers a practical demonstra- 
tion of what is done- or should be done- with your young offender. Some nineteen 
main categories of misconduct have been assembled from the evidence (an extensive 
survey), and the areas of transgression range from food and manners, bedwetting, 
tantrums, to dangerous behavior (matches, etc.), rough play and accidents, lying, 
stealing, the deficient time sense, clothes and cleanliness, etc. In the era of the 
enlightened attitude, it is interesting to note the parental regression back to the 
backside- this is the third most popular punishment; depriving is the most frequent- 
and the most effective, and reasoning and scolding run a close second. The authors, 
however, in their wise commentary on punishment indicate the importance of its prompt- 
ness and its pertinence as well as its consistent administration, and also indicate 
the many ways in which the punishable situation can be avoided- the importance of 
praise, of proper play space and equipment, proper companionship - parental and other- 
wise, so that self-disipline is the achieved goal of all discipline... An object 
lesson which most mothers and fattiers should find of real value, as against the many 
more theoretical texts. 


Orlow, Damon " Regnery 
RED WEDDING °* |. $3.00 


The author recalls a number of incidents that occurred during his child- 
hood and youth in his native village in the Ukraine. He gives a picture of the pre- 
Soviet days when the Tsar was still the "little Father", God's emissary on earth, 
and head of the Church. The lot of the peasants, their daily life, customs, plea- 
sures and sorrows, with the ever-present undercurrents of pogroms, beatings by tax 
collectors, and other forms of accepted oppression, come out in this nevertheless 
. somewhat nostalgic book. Red and white weddings, monastic education, attitudes to- 

ward unmarried mothers,the relation of the people to their Church, and various other 
strands making up a way of life in a village of lively, uneducated, superstitious, 
hard-working folk described with no great force but with pleasant (sometimes one 
wonders why) remembrance, Mild. 


June 4 v 


Beard, James A. Little Brown ~ 
& Watt, Alexander PARIS CUISINE $5.00 | 


With a passion for platters and Paris, this author team has produced a 
well recipe-ed, well anecdoted medley of restaurants and their fare. Each chapter 
is on one restaurant-L'Escargot, Maxim's, Le Cochon d'Or, Le Bossu- complete with 
hours, address and telephone number. Each restaurant has, of course, its special- 
ty- here described in clear detail, plain as the shell on a mussel or the smell of 
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1 clove spiked onion- for the enthusiast- cook anxious for the best from France or for 

the best while there. The gay bistro, Chez Monteil, open only for lunch, serves a deli- 

cious Coquille St. Jacques and Beard and Watt tell you what wine to drink along with it - 
as well; Pharamond, in the old decor of le style Metro, is the house of the famous Tripe a 

la Mode de Caen; and at the Korniloff you can get an exciting Russian meat and champagne 

cold soup that will keep you commenting for ages. There are a whole lot of these far more 
tasty than complicated recipes- chickens, lambs, lobsters, pastries- enough to keep one in 
Paris for a lifetime. An admirable companion for journey pleasure, preparation and return, 

or for the earnest gourmet anywhere. | 





June 4 
Helmericks, Constance and Harmon Little, Brown « -_ 
THE FLIGHT OF THE ARCTIC TERN $4.50 . 
The authors of We Live In The Arctic, Our Summer With The Eskimos and Our Alaskan 


Winter (1947 through 1949), acquire their pilots' licences and a Cessina 140, which they 
have geared for water landing, and head from Connecticut to their favorite country, by way 
of Canada. This is the detailed record of that trip, and the tour to the top of the world 
that they made, as they returned to Brooks Range, started a new home there, and went on to 
Kotzebue, Kivalina, Pt. Hope, Barrow, etc. There are reunions with old friends - Eskimos, 
missionaries, teachers, etc.; rediscovery of old camping spots, photography and the reali- 
zation of the inroads of modernization: there are the loads they fly and the uncomfortable 
moments as the plane, the weather and unexpected troubles arise. Bud gets lost with a lady 
explorer; they know a freezeup; they go sealing; and travel from west to east across the 
northern rim. It's an exhaustive picture of life, of all kinds, in the Arctic with the 
same unquenchable enthusiasm as the earlier books, the same dedication to their well-loved 


country. Their market should be established. Illustrated. * 
June 5 
Callahan, North Little, Brown - DSP 
SMOKY MOUNTAIN COUNTRY $4.00 - 


A lot has happened in Tennessee, and a lot is happening, and this book brings the 
tate's past and present into a direct and deserved focus. Known as the "volunteer state" 
‘or its willingness to fight for the furthering of the nation, it has offered such men as 
Sevier, Jackson, Polk, Johnson. It had its own badmen, the "terrible Harps", its own “War 
of Roses" - a political campaign between the Taylor brothers. The author gives the histo- 
y of the state from its settling to the present. He discusses its music and its monkey 
trial, its vacationland possibilities, its social customs past and present, its TVA and 
CCC, its Oak Ridge, and its current politicians, including Estes Kefauver. Tennessee has 
been a proving ground for legislation in regard to evolution, and it is now one for the two 
largest and most important government projects active in the nation today and affecting 
people in new areas. It is still a pioneer state, and it is progressing in many ways, as 
so0d deal of space is devoted to the Smoky Mountain region as a vacationland. Here is hi- 
story in a pleasant amount, told with pleasant humor. 


Not Te, ALA <ha AL Little, Brown 
OUR CHANGING LANDSCAPES $4.00 
The History of the Plants we Live With 


Anderson, Edgar 


A specifically channelled dissertation on the lack of precise information avail- 
able on our commonest plants, weeds, etc., which are found in dooryards, lanes, dump 
heaps, and fields gives the evidence that has been researched on spiderworts, maize, rib ee 
‘rrass and other individual species. Cultivated and wild varieties of the species are ana- 
lyzed and investigated; the means by which the plant may have traveled from the old world 
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to the new, and the effects of living with man are discussed. And through the records 

of research is the story of the way in which man's life is now surrounded by transported 
landscapes, of plants that have followed him, through the centuries and across the world, 
and of those he has adopted and what their histories have been. There is besides the 
question of budget and scholarship; our one native plant - the sunflower; the probable 
origins of the most important crop plants; and the interrelation of biology to other 
fields as tracking down plant history enlightens the study of man. With the recent in- 
terest in Marston Bates' Where Winter Never Comes (Scribner, P. 21), there is an open- 
ing market for infomative natural history and this should have its followers. 
















































June 6 


Leeming, John F. Dutton 
THE NATIVES ARE FRIENDLY $3.00 


An ingratiating narrative of a very comfortable captivity- during the war- in 
Italy which he shared with British Air Marshal Boyd (whom Tedder replaced) and some 
very important prisoners. From the warmth of the native reception in Sicily, to a villa 
in Sulmona where three R.A.F. men were assigned to take care of them, their surveillance 
was more solicitous than vigilant (the microphones didn't work and the Italians didn't 
know how to work the machine gun which was provided- unassembled). Joined by a group 
of Generals, and moved to a “summer palace" which was more properly a castle in ruins, 
the time was spent in hobbies (chickens which didn't lay, rabbits which didn't frater- 
nize) and in an elaborate pursuit of plans and preparations to escape~- which when dis- 
covered, only met with the reprimand “It was so impolite". But certain of the more in- 
tricate devices worked, among them Leeming's, as rationing himself on food and sleep, 
he finally achieved a medical examination and was repatriated on the grounds of health.. 
A blithe account, to which the conspiratorial impudence lends a definite humor and dash. 


June 9 


Howe, M. A. De Wolfe Little, Brown | 
& Chamberlain, Samel WHO LIVED HERE? $5.00 Y | 


A favorite team combines again on a book of quiet charm- New Englanders and 
the houses they lived in. Any visitors' books of famous homes in Concord and Cambridge 
and Salem and the like round and about the Boston area bear witness to the unflagging 
zeal with which American tourists seek out:these homes. Here in a book for unhurried 
perusal, are brief biographies of favorites of the writing scene,- the Adamses, Long- 
fellow, Sarah Orne Jewett, Emily Dickinson, Louisa May Alcott, Anne Bradstreet, Haw- H 
thorne, Emerson. Here too are less well-known figures,- the "sky sweeper" Maria Mitch- 
ell, the merchant John Brown, the philosopher George Berkeley, Christopher Gore, Paul 
Revere. And illustrating the text written by one who knows these people and their 
homes as though he had shared them, are photographs by another intimate of the New 
England scene, Samuel Chamberlain. There's a good plus sale item here. : 


Peterson, Virgil W. Little, Brown - A.M.P. v 
BARBARIANS IN OUR MIDST $4.50 


A documentary of syndicated crime- as it was synchronized with the agencies 
of law and order- which makes up a black book on Chicago and the coexistence of her 
underworld with the political machine. From the early professional gamblers, panders, 
blacklegs and grog sellers who originated the tradition of lawlessness and determined 
the character of the city, this traces the rapid growth of the midwestern metropolis 
in terms of business which was good, and a reputation which was deservedly bad. From 
Hinky Dink Kenna and Bathhouse John to Johnny Torrio and Al Capone, through the con- 


ee 














-254- Non-fiction April 1, 1952 


sistent luxuriance of professional gambling and professional politics, from her early fire 
to her later race riots, this details the men and their means of sustaining a political 


system which was nurtured on an unholy alliance between legislators and criminals and pro- 
vides a full record of misconduct, as well as an object lesson of more than local signifi- E 
cance.... Exhaustive, explicit coverage which is serious rather than sensation-mongering 


in its approach. 
June 12 


Lemmon, Robert S. Doubleday 
BEST LOVED TREES OF AMERICA $3.50 


This promises to be quite a lovely looking book, with its 293 half tones, il- 
lustrating the descriptions of approximately sixty of the "best loved trees". Those who 
have followed the material as it appeared in Home Garden will appreciate having brought 
together the informal pieces on familiar trees, something of their appearance (though 

his is not a field guide- nor yet a landscape architect's aid); their seasonal changes, 
with flowers and fruit, bark and root growth; their diseases and insect pests. The 
photographs accompany thetext, and show the trees in full glory, at other seasons, with 
letail spot drawings showing bark and fruit. A book for tree lovers. Indexed. 


de Camp L. Sprague Rinehart 
& Ley, Willy LANDS BEYOND $4.75 


An interesting run-through of what people in other times believed about the 
rorlds they knew and how their beliefs and superstitions have carried through, even into 
‘he scientific world of today, with these ancient worlds compared with the actuality that 
iodern knowledge has disclosed. From the origins of the myth of the Lost Atlantis, to 
the projections of Homer and Pliny, on to Prester John and the 10 lost tribes, to the & 
reat dreams that led to global voyages, the Western world and the Sargasso Sea, to South 
merica and concepts of the world's shape, here are the travelers' tales, the fabrications 
hat were added and amplified, the color and distortion that danger and peril contributed. 
lere is a zestful geographical round-up which combines fact, legend and literature in 
jually interested parts. Bibliography and index. 





June 19 


Deutsch, Babette Holt — 
POETRY IN OUR TIME $6 .00 


Almost anyone interested in poetry will be interested in this book, as the 
reasoned work of a competent and respected poet. It is confessedly a book of primari- 
Ly personal opinion, which does not go far enough below the surface to be rated as an 
xhaustive or comprehensive critique. Her basis for judgment rests on what she says 
f Kipling:- "The poet who tries to set down honestly what he sees and feels, and who 
nas command of his craft, earns pardon for the most mistaken opinions”. This is a view 
which many young intellectuals would combat, but which allows the author the privilege 
* enjoying and praising poets as dissimilar as Pound and Frost, Masefield and Hardy. 
‘his should prove a rewarding and painless introduction to modern poetry for those who 
hy away from it as too obtuse. Those already acceptant and familiar with modern verse 


may enjoy encountering some of the less publicized poets included among those Miss 


leutsch examines. 
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June 
Coblentz, Edmond D.- 4d Simon & Schuster 
WILLIAM RANDOLPH HEARST $3.50 


A sentimental push for the "boss" and exactly what the subtitle, "A Portrait 
in His Own Words"- implies. There is a series of Hearst's editorial and anecdotal 
writings as they deal with and excuse their author for each of the episodes in his 
life. Through them Hearst emerges as a fantastic epitome of American ideals. If he 
had for instance, as the interpolations of Mr. Coblentz suggest, been happy at his 
schools, St. Paul's and Harvard, he would have been a sissy or just another "nice" 
boy. And Hearst's plea to the world to let him make his own mistakes, was another 
of his so called "loveable, human traits". After Coblentz's worshipful introduction 
born of his own admiration and affection for the man (Coblentz has been supervising 
editor of the Hearst papers)- or at least the "human", "patriotic" man Hearst wished 
to appear, this seems a mockery of a tribute to a man turned devil at the hands of 
accessible financial power and the absence of love. 


Maxwell, Gavin | Viking 
HARPOON VENTURE | //é $4.75 
* Unusual reporting- in its background and its subject- on an unsuccessful 

business venture, this tells of the frustrations, the special brand of ill-luck, the 
obstacles that the attempts to introduce a new industry to the Hebrides encountered. 
The author thought. his war time dreams had come true when shark fishing and a factory 
for rendering all parts of the fish was started on the island of Solay; through the 
years, his efforts were pursued by internecine feuds, financial and practical hurdles, 
inadequate communications and transport. From the wrong kind of boat, to guns that 
misfired, to complete ignorance in methods of freighting sharks back to the factory, 
and with the most important blunder - that of trying to process the whole shark ra- 
ther than just his liver- Captain Maxwell confronted impossible odds but the compen- 
sations of the wonder and surprise of the immediate life, on the boats or on land, 
were almost justified. There were competitors, there was the inability to lick 
either time or the weather, there were many mechanical clinkers and setbacks before 
shark fishing began to prove itself but in the end the company folded. Here are the 
wonderful islands, the strange facts of the little known basking shark, the other 
fish, the birds - all in vivid brilliance; here too the men and the boats and the 
excitement - and disappointments - in their working life. An excellent man's book 
in a wholly different field. There is an appendix of scientific material on whales, 
including white, grampus, porpoise, seals and the ocean sunfish and the book will be 
illustrated with photographs. If you doubt the public response to the subject, stop 
in at Museum of Natural History (NYC) newly opened under sea life exhibit. 


A Few Late Comers 





Library of Great Painters Harry N. Abrams 
PORTFOLIO EDITIONS OF each $1.50 





Rich- DEGAS Rewald- GAUGUIN 
Schapiro-CEZANNE Lipechitz- MODIGLIANI 
Cooper- TOULOUSE-LAUTREC 


Turn back to P. 478- bulletin of August 15, 1951- for a general appraisal 
of purpose and results in this special edition designed for those who cannot afford 
the $10 volumes...Once again, the general approach is the same:- a biographical in- 
troduction, an assessment of successive periods of the artists' work, specific com- 
ment on specific paintings. Fine reproductions, tipped in so that they are available 
for framing, give adequate conception of the artists' work. Some monochrome spot il- 
lustrations in the body of the text supplement the full color, full page reproduc- 
tions. It is too bad- but not surprising- that the price has been advanced from 
$1.25 to $1.50. They are still an amazing value. (Publ.) 
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Havemann, Ernest & Harcourt, Brace 

West, Patricia Salter THEY WENT TO COLLEGE $4.00 

The human interest behind the vital statistic, in a study of 9,064 college grad- f 
uates based on a survey made by Time Musazine, analyzed by the Columbia University Bureau 


of Applied Social Research, and interpreted with a speculative flexibility and a bright 
commentary by the authors. Assuming that college is a “kind of talisman which nobody real- 
ly understands but everyone respects"- this is an attempt to appraise some of the endless 
folklore in terms of breadwinning, citizenship, family life and personal happiness. Who 
attends college- who paid for it; trends in curriculum; types of jobs secured after coll- 
ege (better ones) and cash value of the degree ( cumulatively higher); marital and procrea- 
tive records (alone not bigger and better figures ) of the graduate;for women,her chance at 
a husband, and after marriage, career versus home, motherhood which militates against a 
career; politics, religious opinions, the question of a B.A. versus specialization ("cul- 
ture is inedible"); the parallel between grades and earnings; the prestige of Princeton 
versus Podunk; and many allied considerations... There's a lot of fascinating material 
here from which certain indications of practical as well as social significance can be 


derived. (4/7) 


Harnsberger, Caroline T. Wilcox & Follett 


A MAN OF COURAGE 


The first in a projected Living American Statesmen Series (the next will be on 
Senator Harry Flood Byrd), this is a sympathetic biography of Senator Robert Alphonso Taft 
ind timely in its appearance. The first part is straight life story, the second a col- 
lection of Taft's speeches and writings which illustrate his position on various issues. 
The biography concentrates on the forthrightness of the man, his lack of regard for per- 
sonal considerations when it is a question of honest belief, his sincerity, honesty and 
refusal to conform to the stereotyped politician mold, his family background and life; gs 
taking him through his successful 1950 campaign for a third term senatorship. There is 
a warm coverage of the first Alphonso, of William Howard, and of young Bob's life of tra- 
vel and companionship with his parents, his own school years and the happy marriage with 
Martha; nice personal touches in his friendships are revealed. There is some analysis 
of his views, his controversial stands, his unequivocal beliefs but part two lets the 
man speak for himself. Well handled propaganda for the coming campaign. (Publ.) 





PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, PRICE AND DATE 


‘ape 





101 Vandenberg, A.H., Jr. & Morris, J.A.- Eds.- THE PRIVATE PAPERS OF SENATOR VANDEI- 
BERG- from 4/9 to 4/23 (Houghton, Mifflin) 

113 Bainbridge, John -BIOGRAPHY OF AN IDEA- from 5/8 to 4/10 (Doubleday) 

134 Scott, J.D. -THE WAY TO GLORY- from 4/21 to 7/21 (Knopf) 

158 (J) Wyatt, Edgar -GERONIMO- from 3/26 to 4/7 - (Whittlesey House) 

163 Ayme, Marcel -THE SECOND FACE- price from $2.75 to $2.50 (Harper) 

166 Turney, Catherine -THE OTHER ONE- definite date 5/26 (Henry Holt) 

176 Parsons, John E. -HENRY DERINGER'S POCKET PISTOL- from 4/16 to 5/14 (Morrow) 

177 Gonzalez, Valentino -EL CAMPESINO- note correct spelling author's name (Putnam ) 

183 Beach, Commander E.L. -SUBMARINE- from 5/? to 6/5 (Henry Holt) 

184 Heimer, Mel -FABULOUS BAWD- from 5/7? to 4/28 (Henry Holt) 

184 Shouer, L. -QUICK AND EASY MEALS FOR TWO- definite date 5/12 (Henry Holt) 

184 Wagenknecht, E. -CAVALCADE OF THE AMERICAN NOVEL- definite date 5/26 (Henry Holt) 

198 Jennings, John -THE STRANGE BRIGADE- from 5/19 to 5/22 (Little, Brown) 

202 Reilly, Helen -THE DOUBLE MAN- from 4/4 to 5/12 (Random House) 

205 Dewey, Thomas E. -JOURNEY TO THE FAR PACIFIC- definite date 4/24. There will be > 
paper edition and the cloth edition will cost $4.00 (Doubleday) 

211 Middleton, Drew -THE DEFENSE OF WESTERN EUROPE- definite date 5/23 (Appleton-Century) 

216 Taylor, R.L, -WINSTON CHURCHILL- definite price is $4.50 (Doubleday) 

219 Paton, W.A. -SHIRTSLEEVE ECONOMICS- from 4/7? to 5/23 (Appleton-Century-Crofts ) 


219 Van Riper, P.P. -HANDBOOK OF AMERICAN POLITICS- definite date 5/26 (Henry Holt) 
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A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR MAY 


od May 2- Hedden, Worth Tuttle 


May 2- White, Nelia Gardner 
May 9- Green, Henry 

May 19- Coccioli, Carlo 

May 2l1- Harling, Robert 

May 21+ Ullman, James R. 


May 22- Sperber, Manes 
May 22- Wouk, Herman 
May ??- Laski, Marghanita 


April 25-Simon, Edith 
May 8- Hunter, Hall 
May 14- Seifert, Shirley 
May 14- Wilson, Neill Cc. 
May 22- Jennings, John 
May 23- Mills, Charles 


May 5- Macdonald, John Ross 
May 8- Disney, Doris Miles 
May 8- Queen, Ellery 

May 14- Lockridge, F. & R. 
May 2l1- Millar, Margaret 
May ?7?- Ballard, Todhunter 


May 12- Kellems, Vivien 
May 12- Rosenman, Samuel I. 
May 16- Shirer, William L. 
May 22- Adamic, Louis 

May 23- Middleton, Drew 


April 24-McCann, Kevin 
May 1- Vogeler, Robert 
May 6- von Hagen, Victor W. 


May 12- Vining,Elizabeth Gray 
May 22- Chambers, Whittaker . 


May 22- Taylor, Robert L. 


May 26- Cady, Ernest 
May 5- Wendt & Kogan 
May 22- Bueno, Bill- 4d. 


Perkerson, Medora F. 


FICTION 


CONTEMPORARY 


LOVE IS A WOUND (Crown) 

THE MERRY MONTH OF MAY (Viking) 

DOTING (Viking) 

HEAVEN AND EARTH (Prentice-Hall) 

THE PAPER PALACE ( rela 

WINDOM'S WAY (Lippincott) June Literary 
Guild 


S8a8 sysys 


THE ABYSS (Doubleday) 
CITY BOY (Doubleday) 
THE VILLAGE (Hovghton, Mifflin) 
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REGIONAL AND HISTORICAL 


THE GOLDEN HAND (Putnam) 
THE BENGAL TIGER (Doubleday) 


THE THREE LIVES OF ELIZABETH (Li ineety? 
THE NINE BRIDES AND GRANNY HITE (Morrow 
THE STRANGE BRIGADE (Little, Brown) 


THE ALEXANDRIANS (Putnam) 
THRILLERS 
THE IVORY GRIN (Knopf) 
HEAVY, HEAVY HANGS (Doubleday ) 
THE KING IS DEAD (Little, Brown) 
DEAD AS A DINOSAUR (Lippincott) 
VANISH IN AN INSTANT (Random House) 2.50 
INCIDENT AT SUN MOUNTAIN (Houghton,Mifflin) 2.50 


PUCGTAIOR 


i Cemee 
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 


TOIL, TAXES AND TROUBLE (Dutton) $2 .50 
WORKING WITH ROOSEVELT (Harper ) 6.00 
MID CENTURY JOURNEY (Farrar,Straus & Young) 3.50 
THE EAGLE AND THE ROOTS (Doubleday) 5.00 
THE DEFENSE OF WESTERN EUROPE (Appleton- 


Century-Crofts ) 3.50 


BIOGRAPHY 


MAN FROM ABILENE (Doubleday) 
I WAS STALIN'S PRISONER (Harcourt, Brace) 
THE FOUR SEASONS OF MANUELA (Little Brown- 
DSP) 
WINDOWS FOR THE CROWN PRINCE (Lippincott) 
WITNESS (Random House) June Book of the 
. Month 
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WINSTON CHURCHILL (Doubleday) 

THE TROUBLE WITH CINDERELLA (Farrar, 
Straus & Young) 

WE ADOPTED THREE (William a, 


MISCELLANEOUS 


GIVE THE LADY WHAT SHE WANTS (Rand McNally )$4.50 
THE AMERICAN FISHERMAN'S GUIDE (Prentice- 

Hall) 5.95 
WHITE COLUMNS IN GEORGIA (Rinehart) 7.95 
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